ORI A D P N g

SANDLER, REIFF, YOUNG & LAaMB, P.C.

January 16, 2013

Via E-Mail and U.S. Mail

-
S s r
Mr. Jeff S. Jordan a L U
Complaints Examination & Legal Administration A
Federal Election Commission LIS @ T
999 E Street, N.W. T .
Washington, DC 20463 s T

Re: FEC MUR 6697 — Montana Hunters and Anglers Leadership Fund'

Dear Mr. Jordan:

I am writing on behalf of Montana Hunters and Anglers Leadership Fund and its
treasurer, Mr. Joseph Splinter, to refute unsubstantiated and false allegations made by the

Republican Party of Montana regarding a public communication that did not contain a "paid for
by" disclaimer.

The Leadership Fund did not make any disbursements for the purpose of financing the
public communication mailing attached as Exhibit A to the Republican Party's complaint (the
"Anti-Wasteful Spending Mailing"). For this reason and others discussed below, the Federal
Election Commission should: 1) find no reason to believe that the Leadership Fund violated the
Federal Election Act of 1971 and 2) take no action against the Leadership Fund.

Factual Background

The Leadership Fund is an independent-expenditure-only political committee registered
with the FEC. In 2012, the Leadership Fund made disbursements for the purpose of financing
five independent expenditure public communication mailings during the period October 29 to
November 1, 2012. Copies of the Leadership Fund's direct mail pieces are attached as Exhibit A.

Every Leadership Fund direct mail piece included the "paid for by" disclaimer and the
"not authorized" statement required under 2 U.S.C. §§441d(a)(2) and (3). The disclaimer and

statement also complied with the size, printed box, and color contrast requirements of 2 U.S.C,
§441d(c).

The Leadership Fund properly filed independent expenditure reports for these express
advocacy public communications in a timely manner as required under 2 U.S.C. §434(g).

The Leadership Fund did not make any disbursements for the purposes of financing the
Anti-Wasteful Spending Mailing that is the subject of the Republican Party's complaint. A
declaration by the Leadership Fund's treasurer confirming these facts is attached as Exhibit B.

1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W., SUITE 300 * WASHINGTON, DC 20005 * TEL: (202) 479-1111 * Fax: (202) 479-1115
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Legal Argument

The Leadership Fund did not make disbursements for the purpose of financing the public
communication mailing that is the subject of the Republican Party's complaint. The Act only
requires political committees to include "paid for by" disclaimers on public communications
when the "political committee makes a disbursement for the purpose of financing any" mailing.
2 U.S.C. §431d(a). Since the Leadership Fund did not make any disbursements for the Anti-
Wasteful Spending Mailing it is not responsible for any disclaimers that may be required under
the Act.

Conclusion

The Leadership Fund did not make any disbursements for the purpose of financing the
Anti-Wasteful Spending Mailing. As a result, the Leadership Fund did not violate the Act even
if a disclaimer was required to be printed on the mail piece.

Therefore, we respectfully request that the Commission find no reason to believe that the
Leadership Fund violated the Act and that no further action be taken against the Leadership Fund
in this matter.

Moniana Hunters and Anglers Leadership Fund
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Exhibit A
Montana Hunters and Anglers Leadership Fund

FEC Response — January 16, 2013



Dennis Rehberg’s pledge:
One nation, under surveillance
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 If Rehberg gets his way, Big Government will
- he watching us on.our public lands.
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Jon TESTER

PROTECTING QUR GUTDOGR HERITAGE

A staunch protector of our publlc lands,
" Jon Tester has:

® An “A" rating from the NRA and was named
National Shooting Sports Foundation
“Legistator of the Year" :

m Been recognized by the Boone and Crockett

Club for improving access for hunters SETEMAENNE {/
~ | »l&lﬁlmploedthe Forest'Jobs- g

_ w‘%
ecmatloanct-w ot . i

SO 5 \TERS & ANGLERS

- \ LEADERSHIP FUNL:
L
\ =
1\
S
Teifhi 1’*: L",Ij’ SOV RS ! Fehe ll'1 “A]. 2005
S

i

T

Dennis REHBERG:

PUTTING OUR PUBLIC LANDS
UNUER SURVEILLANEE

Dennis Rehberg has arecordiot.big
government overreach. He:,

= Supportedithe hackcountry giveaway™

“ Voted,for.the Patriot Act andisu: pported
Real IDY' .. - Lo

> " Sponsored ¢ billto fet tthe goverﬁﬁent*ﬁeq,
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On Tuesday November bth,

JONTESTER
FOR US SENATE

'- Faid for Ly Montana Hanters and Anglers Leadership fund, PO By 734 Fillings, M1 591C3 - not antharized by any candidat= or candidate’s comuultee.
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On preserving our public lands: __
who can we trust? e
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An advocate tor hig govemmem ouerreach ' - :.‘ Af.stai.mch protector of our-public lands,
Dennis Rehberg has: I wy B Jon Tester has: -
M Supponed the nacxrounuy gwvagwayt _ - - & An A rating from thé'NRA and-nav‘ngd

: ! National Shooting Sports Foundation
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Who will protect our access - i i
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MONTANA

- HUNTERS & ANGLERS
LEADERSHIP FUND

We need a Senator who will
stand up:to big government overreach
and preserve our access to public lands.

Dennis REHBERG:

Dennis Rehberg has sponsored legislation that gives the federal
government new authonty over our public lands—to conduct
surveillance using drones and patrois:and to build fences_ and
forward operating'bases. He also voted for the Patriot Act and
Real ID.

Jon TESTER:

Committed-to preserving our-access to Montana's public

lands, Jon Tester has worked to-protect our outdoor heritage.
Hé earned the title "Legislator.of the Year” by the National
Shooting Sports Foundation and was given an “A” rating by the
National Rifle Association. He is.Chairman of the Corgressional
Sportsmen Caucus and was recognized by-the Boone and
Crockett Club for his work to improve hunting access.

On Tuesday November 6th
VOTE JON TESTER for US Senate

Paid for by Montana Hunters and Angiers Leadership Fund, PO Box 734, Billings, MT 59103 -
not authorized by any candidate or candidate’'s committee,
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Who will protect our access to Montana’s public lands?.

in TESTER: i
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and Constfmtonal rlghisbr M:ntanans. Freedom Tt his number.one ptiotity,
He trusts us - not the gowirament - 10 1un our own lives.

Dap Coxis:

- QPPOSED 10 the Patsiot Act

- OPPOSED to the stimulus package
- OPPOSED to big bank ballouts

- OPPOSED to all forms of unconstitutional spending
- OPPOSED to more federal gun control

for by Montzsex Hunfers and An3lors Leaderstilp Fu
i1 puthorized by @ candidate ora 02




